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crops annually grown in India and also of the trees and shrubs and even
the weeds, are leguminous in character and may thus derive their nitrogen
from the atmosphere.1 K. JL Datta after considering all available
figures comes to the conclusion that * there is no statistical evidence
to show that any change has taken place in the fertility of agricultural
land in any part of India, either during ihe period under inquiry (1890-
1912) or even during a much longer period'.- However that may be,
the most important fact from our point of view is the actual low pro-
ductivity of the soil in India and that proper care of the soil and the
application of adequate quantities of manure are the only means of
improving the yield. It is cold comfort to be assured that a balance-
has been established, and that the soil cannot be deteriorating because
the maximum state of impoverishment must have been reached long
ago. For this after all means that things are already so bad that they
cannot possibly get worse. In this connexion the Agricultural Com-
mission emphasized the importance of research work on soils and soil
conditions and recommended an increase of research workers in the Agri-
cultural Departments and the appointment of specialist officers, especially
in the direction of bacteriological, physical and biological research.^

1 See  Datta,  op.   cit.,   p.   17.
* op.  cit.,  p.  68.                      * Agriculiitral   C&rnmissiwi   Repon.   par.   7?